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Japan’s Attractive Points 
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Research in Japan

Nature and Tradition

Leading edge research



What is JSPS? 
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Japan Society for the  Promotion of Science

 Japan’s core funding agency

Established through an endowment 
by Emperor Showa in 1932

 Places much value on autonomy
of researchers and research diversity
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What is JSPS? 

66

President
Susumu SATOMI, Ph.D.
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 JSPS promotes academic endeavors in

̶ Natural Science

̶ Social Science

̶ Engineering

̶ Humanities

 JSPS provides

̶ Research Grant “KAKENHI” ($2B/75k projects)

̶ Fellowships (From Pre-/post-docs to professors,     
8,000 researchers)

̶ Programs for International research collaboration 
7

= ALL FIELDS

A Funding Agency for “Science” 



 Depending on autonomy and originality of researchers

curiosity-driven researchcuriosity-driven research

Research proposals based on the scientists’ autonomy 

with their own goals

Support to the creative and pioneering research 

with academic excellence

Promotion of a broad range of academic works

Funding Approaches



International Programs of JSPS 

Collaborative Activities with 94 science-promoting institutions
in 53 countries/regions

 Supporting  International Joint Research and Seminars

 Providing Platforms for International Training Opportunities 
for Young Researchers

 Inviting Researchers to Japan

 Sending Young Researchers Overseas

 Support Globalization of Universities
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Research Opportunities 
in Japan
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Nobel Prize  levelMid-careerPh.D.
within 6 years 

after Ph.D.
Professor

Outline of Fellowship Programs to Japan

Invitation Fellowships for Research in JapanFellowships for Graduate Students/Post-docs

Career Stages of Researchers
Graduate 
Course

Bridge Fellowship (revisiting)14-45 days  About 40
(Only an official member of official recongnized alumni association)

Long-Term

2 -10 months

About 60

Short-Term

14-60 days

About 180

Short-Term S

7-30 days

A Few

1-12 months About 60

GROW
3-12 months 
About 30(US)

1 - 2 years
Standard

About 240

Short-term



Strategic Program 
(“GROW” in the US)

Short‐term
(for North American and 
European researchers)

Standard

Who
NSF Graduate Research 

Fellows (Master’s/doctoral students
enrolled at US institutions)

Pre/Postdocs Postdocs

How long 3 ‐ 12 months 1 ‐ 12 months 12 ‐ 24 months

How many US: 30 140 340

Apply Thru NSF
www.nsf.gov/grow

‐ By Host researchers in Japan
‐ thru NIH or SSRC

Terms of 
Award*

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of c. 

$1,818/mo.
‐ Settling‐in Allowance of c. 

$909
‐ Overseas travel Insurance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of 

PhD: c. $3,290/mo.
Non‐PhD: c. $1,818/mo.

‐ Settling‐in Allowance of c. 
$1,818*

‐ Overseas travel Insurance
‐ Research support allowance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of 

c. $3,290/mo. 
‐ Settling‐in Allowance of 

c. $1,818
‐ Overseas travel Insurance
‐ Grant‐in Aid for JSPS 

Research Fellows

*Provided only to Fellows staying for more than 3 months

Fellowships for Graduate Students/Post-docs



Strategic Program 
(“GROW” in the US)

Short‐term
(for North American and 
European researchers)

Standard

Who
NSF Graduate Research 

Fellows (Master’s/doctoral students
enrolled at US institutions)

Pre/Postdocs Postdocs

How long 3 ‐ 12 months 1 ‐ 12 months 12 ‐ 24 months

How many US: 30 140 340

Apply Thru NSF
www.nsf.gov/grow

‐ By Host researchers in Japan
‐ thru NIH or SSRC

Terms of 
Award*

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of c. 

$1,818/mo.
‐ Settling‐in Allowance of c. 

$909
‐ Overseas travel Insurance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of 

PhD: c. $3,290/mo.
Non‐PhD: c. $1,818/mo.

‐ Settling‐in Allowance of c. 
$1,818*

‐ Overseas travel Insurance
‐ Research support allowance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ Monthly allowance of 

c. $3,290/mo. 
‐ Settling‐in Allowance of 

c. $1,818
‐ Overseas travel Insurance
‐ Grant‐in Aid for JSPS 

Research Fellows

*Provided only to Fellows staying for more than 3 months
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Application Process

 Application by Host researchers in Japan

 Application through Overseas Nominating Authorities

Overseas 
Researcher

Host 
Researcher

Overseas 
Researcher

Nominating  
Authorities
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Host 
Institution

JSPS HQ

JSPS HQ
NIH or SSRC

Adviser

Applicant

Applicant

Host 
Researcher
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Standard Fellowship Program



Invitational Fellowships for Research in Japan

Long‐term Short‐term Short‐term S

Who

‐ Assistant professor or 
higher level

‐ Researcher over 6   
years after PhD

Associate professor
or higher level Nobel‐Prize level

How long 2 – 10 months 14 ‐ 60 days 7 ‐ 30 days

How many 60 170 A few

What to do ‐ Joint research
‐ Hold discussions
‐ Give lectures
‐ Attend seminars

‐ Give lectures
‐ Guide research

Apply ‐ Host researchers in Japan

Terms of 
Award

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ c. $3,523/mo.
‐ Overseas travel 

Insurance
‐ Research support 

allowance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ c. $163/day
‐ Overseas travel 

Insurance
‐ Research support 

allowance

‐ Round‐trip air ticket
‐ c. $381/day
‐ Overseas travel 

Insurance
‐ Research support 

allowance
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(Social networking service)
Creating your own group
Making an event announcemnt

https://www-jsps-net.jsps.go.jp/

How to find Japanese researchers

■JSPS Researchers Network (JSPS-Net)

Search by Name, Affiliation, Research 
Keywords, Location 
and so on

■Researchmap

http://researchmap.jp/search/
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Life in Japan For Foreign Researchers



The US JSPS Alumni 
Association
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JSPS Washington Office 

 Established in 1990 at Washington DC

 Suports the United States and Canada

 Director: Prof. Kohji HIRATA, Ph.D. 



 Membership
Persons who have been funded and/or awarded 

by JSPS and currently residing or have an affiliation 
with a research organization in the U.S. or Canada are 
eligible for regular membership.

The US JSPS Alumni Association

http://www.jspsusa‐alumni.org/



Support to Alumni activities

• JSPS BRIDGE Fellowship
Providing the opportunity to re-visit to Japan for research activity

• Alumni Seminar Program
Funding to holding a seminar by alumni members with inviting a lecturer in Japan

• JSPS postdoctoral fellowship (short-term) 
Application through the Alumni Association: 

Alumni members can recommend their colleagues and students. 



Visit Us, Email Us

www.jsps.go.jp/english

jspsusa.org/wp/

 info@jspsusa.org
Thank you for your attention .

Japan is waiting for you !


